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ceded that of Aurangzeb, and had acquired to a great
extent the somewhat ease-loving  and  slothful  habits
of their Hindu neighbours.    The nobles had become
debauched and effeminate and discipline had departed
from among them, and the soldiers imitated the luxury
of their superiors, so that the camp-followers became as
a swarm of locusts which ate up the country-side, and
increased a thousandfold the difficulties of transport.
With   such   troops,  and   the jealousies  reacting from
Aurangzeb3 s system of divided command, the siege of
Jinji lasted for no less a period than three years, when
Santaji Gorpara sowed dissension between Prince Kam-
baksh and Zalfikar Khdn, which still further postponed
a successful issue.    The prince was recalled by Aurang-
zeb,  whose  headquarters were   now upon the Bhima
river,  to   the   east   of  Satdra,  and  Jinji  was   left  in
charge  of Zulfikar, who was  suspected of prolonging
operations in the south in expectation of the death of
the aged.Emperor, on the occurrence of which event he
hoped to be in the position of power and influence at-
tached to a great command.    Beyond 1698, however, he
could not with any regard for his reputation delay, and
in that year the fortress fell.    In 1700 the Padshah in
person took the field, captured Satira after a siege of
several months, and for four or five years persevered,
in  spite of his great age, in  the endeavour to expel
from the Dekhan his almost unresisting but ever-uncon-
quered foe.    During the acute discomforts and dangers
of continuous marches in a wild country, he carried on
the administration of affairs, military and civil, giving
orders with his own hand concerning all the multifarious
business involved in the administration of so vast an
empire.    Such attention to detail is hardly compatible
with really efficient administration, but Aurangzeb dis-
trusted his governors and generals, and dfreaded rebel-